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Port NOLA Initiates Harbor Police
Department Riverfront Bicycle Patrols
Patrols to Increase Visibility and Safety
New Orleans— Cruise guests, locals and tourists enjoying New Orleans riverfront now have an
added layer of security. Today, the Port’s Harbor Police Department initiated bicycle patrols
aimed at increasing security from Mardi Gras World to the French Market.
“We have worked on this plan for some time at the direction of the Port’s President and CEO
Brandy Christian – aimed at increasing our officers’ visibility and providing a safe and secure
riverfront for our guests,” said Harbor Police Chief Robert S. Hecker. “We believe this endeavor
will do just that.”
Port officials coordinated the effort with all riverfront stakeholders, including the Audubon
Nature Institute, French Market Corporation, New Orleans Steamboat Company and the New
Orleans Police Department.
Several Harbor Police Officers were recently certified as bicycle patrol officers for the effort.
“We are pleased to offer this service to our neighbors along the downtown Riverfront area and
are committed to providing a safe and secure environment throughout all of our jurisdiction,”
Christian said.
Harbor Police Officers work closely with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Customs and
Border Protection, U.S. Coast Guard and local law enforcement agencies to provide security
throughout the Port.
The bicycle patrol initiative begins as the Port celebrates Maritime Month in May with the theme
“Your Working River” and includes a number of events to demonstrate the industry’s vital role
in job creation and its connection to the community.
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Promotional 15- and 30-second advertisements will air throughout the month and the Port will
host a live broadcast of the WWL-TV Eyewitness Morning News from the Port’s fireboat on
National Maritime Day May 22. The Port also joins Global Ministries in honoring the Harbor
Police Department’s service May 14-20 for Harbor Police Week. Orleans Parish high school
students will tour the Port and hear about opportunities in the maritime industry on May 18. The
Board of Commissioners of the Port of New Orleans will also be asked to consider passing a
resolution at the Board’s May 26 meeting officially declaring May as Maritime Month and a
public boat tour will be held May 26.
Please visit http://www.portno.com/maritimemonth to learn more about the events surrounding
Maritime Month at the Port of New Orleans.
About Port of New Orleans
The Port of New Orleans is a deep-draft multipurpose port at the center of the world’s busiest port system
— Louisiana’s Lower Mississippi River. Connected to major inland markets and Canada via 14,500 miles
of waterways, six class-1 railroads and the interstate highway system, the Port is the ideal gateway for
steel, project cargo, containers, coffee, natural rubber, chemicals, forest products, manufactured goods
and cruising. An extensive network of ocean carrier services, along with added-value services like
transloading of bulk into containers, make the Port of New Orleans the superior logistics solution for
many types of cargo. To stay ahead of market demand, the Port has invested more than $100 million in
capital-improvement projects since 2012 and has a Master Plan to expand the Napoleon Avenue
Container Terminal to an annual capacity of 1.5 million TEUs.
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